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Happy Valentine’s Day!
Roses make the Purrrfect Gift!

atherine’s
Floral & Gifts

Your Neighborhood Florist & Interior Design

Deliver to Ft. Bliss

K

“We Want
To Be Your
Florist”

MILITARY,

POLICE, FIREMEN 

& BORDER

PATROL

10%  

OFF

9728 Dyer-B
751-9734

All 
Credit Cards
Accepted

MYONG & TOMMIE’S WIGS
(Formerly @ El Paso Discount Mall)

IS NOW LOCATED AT

5401-D Gateway South
(Behind 7-11)

• Pony Tails
• Extensions
• Wigs
• Supplies

10% Military
Discount

With ID (Active/Retired)

565-8245

Make

UNFORGETABLE

 

2nd Bn., 6th ADA
unveils new track
WILSON A. RIVERA
Monitor Staff

“Double-time” running cadences could be heard
as Maj. Gen. Howard B. Bromberg led 2nd
Battalion, 6th Air Defense Artillery, in their first lap
around the unit’s new one-eighth-mile track at
Soldiers Field during an unveiling ceremony Friday. 

More than $670,000 was spent on the track’s soft
running surface and the interior’s green synthetic
turf. Construction lasted three months, and the track
replaced a previously vacant and dry lot.

“We appreciate our chain of command’s support
and all the entities across post that helped us put this
field together,” said Lt. Col. Randall A. McIntire,
2nd Bn., 6th ADA commander.  “We believe that we
will get a great return out of our investment; the use
of the area is truly limitless.” 

The multi-functional field may be used for phys-
ical training, combatives, sporting events and for-
mations; nevertheless, its main purpose is to be used
for a PT rehab program for Soldiers undergoing
their advanced individual training here. 

Some Soldiers arrive from basic combat training
experiencing lower extremity problems, and getting
these Soldiers to pass the running portion of the

Army Physical Fitness Test can present some chal-
lenges, said McIntire. The track is easily accessible
and supervised by instructors, providing optimal
conditions for proper rehab and allowing Soldiers to
progress and better themselves, he said.   

“More importantly, this will allow us and that
potential struggling Soldier to have that ability to

overcome that challenge, and honor their commit-
ment of serving in our Army,” said McIntire. 

McIntire’s said intentions are to help Soldiers to
graduate and provide the operational force with a
precious commodity and help with the Army’s attri-
tion rates.

WILSON A. RIVERA

The 2nd Battalion, 6th Air Defense Artillery forms up for the unveiling of the unit’s new one-eighth-
mile track, to be used for sporting events, combatives and rehab purposes. 



FREE DELIVERY*
5424 Rushing Rd.

759-9180
*Limited Area • $25 Minimum Order • 1st Order OnlyDrive Thru Window
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*0% financing on select models. Must finance through HMFC. On approved credit. Subject to prior sale. All deals on approved credit. Must be active US Military to receive military
rebate. Must take delivery by 02/15/08. Sale ends 02/15/08. Prices plus tax title and license. Includes all rebates. Photos for illustration only. Limited to vehicles in inventory.

See dealer for details on warranty.

STK #F7168460

MSRP  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$14,080
Factory Rebate  . . . . . . . . . . .$1,000
Freeway
Hyundai Discount . . . . . . . . . .$2,092

STK #F8067622

MSRP  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,525
Freeway
Hyundai Discount . . . . . . . . . .$1,537

With approved credit.

Factory Rebate  . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,000
Freeway Hyundai
Discount  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500

*

'03 CHRYSLER TOWN AND COUNTRY
STK #8342186A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$7,995
'05 PONTIAC SUNFIRE
STK #8299625A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$9,995
'07 HYUNDAI ACCENT 
STK #7054611A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$10,995
'05 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
STK #8321339A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$10,995
'03 HYUNDAI TIBURON 
STK #7114165B  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$10,995
'05 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
STK #8340913A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$11,995
'07 HYUNDAI ACCENT
STK #8339931A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$11,995

'05 DODGE CARAVAN
STK #7022935A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$12,995
'04 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 
STK #7062741A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$12,995
'06 CHEVY HHR 
STK #7090379A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$14,995
'03 HONDA PILOT 
STK #7011057A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$14,995
'05 FORD F-150 
STK #8198823A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$18,995
'05 GMC SIERRA 
STK #7665360B  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$19,995
'04 NISSAN ARMADA 
STK #7226620L  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$23,995

Buffalo Soldier Run map
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Feb. 21 at 6:30 a.m. Robert E. Lee Gate will be closed
from 6 to 8 a.m. Sheridan and Pershing gates will be open
early at 4:30 a.m. Military Police will be directing traffic.
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WHY JKS HOMES?

Energy Star Builder

Ceramic Tile Features

Upgraded Carpet

Refrigerated Air

Unbeatable Service

10 Min. to Ft. Bliss

VA/FHA Certified
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY • LEASE/PURCHASE OAC

Temporary Home Furnishings Available

0 DOWN 0 CLOSING
Down Payment Assistance Programs Available

CALL 915-857-4500 Office
915-309-9704 or 915-637-1403 Sales

E-mail: jksprop@sbcglobal.net 

J K S

MOVE INTO YOUR 
NEW HOME NOW!

Shoes are factory seconds/discontinued styles. Discount off factory store prices. Cannot apply to prior sales, sale prices or other offers.
For first quality dealers, call 1.800.253.SHOE. Sorry, factory store offers not valid at dealer locations.

7051 S. Desert Blvd., Suite E-591• Outlet Shoppes At El Paso
915-877-4590 • 877-623-7867

FITNESS
Sale

Canutillo, TX

Sale dates

Feb.7th-25th, 08

Our Martial Arts Program
will help you develop...
Self-Defense, Self-Confidence, Discipline 
and a winning habit for life!

6 COMBINED MARTIAL ARTS
Kick Boxing • Tae Kwon Do • Kung Fu 
•Ai Kido • Karate • Hap Kido • Judo

Abraham
HanMaster Bae H. Han

9th Degree Blackbelt Hapkido
9th Degree Blackbelt Kickboxing
9th Degree Blackbelt Hoi Jeon Moo Sool
8th Degree Blackbelt Tae Kwon Do
5th Degree Blackbelt Bong Sool Do (Weapon)
5th Degree Blackbelt Kum Sool Do (Sword)
Over 40 Years Experience

9861 Dyer Suite #17

Jennifer’s Accomplishments:
World Boxing Champion
World Kickboxing Champion
World Martial Arts Champion
6 Time National Boxing Champion
3 Time Best Boxer
US Tae Kwan Do Champion

Abraham’s Accomplishments:
World Boxing Champion
World Kickboxing Champion

FREE
UNIFORM

with Registration

ONE
WEEK
TRIAL

LESSON
Includes 3 classes only

Han’s Oriental 
Martial Arts

751-2777
Expires Feb. 29, 2008

Jennifer
Han

$9.95
save $10.00

915-833-0464
3950 Doniphan, Ste. A & B

Website: ndulgedayspa.com
ndulgedayspa@yahoo.com

VALENTINE’S PACKAGES

Red Rose

Private Essential Oil Jacuzzi

One Hour Aroma Therapy Massage

Milk and Rose Petal Manicure

& Pedicure

*Includes a 1/2 Dozen of Roses!

$150

($185 value)

Call for other Valentine’s 
Packages or Create Your Own!

Complimentary Salad & Wine

‘N Dulge your Mind, 
Body & Spirit...

Full Service 
Day Spa for 

Men & Women

For your convenience 
we offer in-store 

phone-order, e-mail or
mail gift certificates.

No long lines, no crowded
stores, no tough decisions. We

make it easy!

MILITARY DISCOUNT

¤

¤

¤

¤

¤

¤

¤
¤

¤

Bertie’s Music
10961 Gateway West,

Ste. 220

591-1759

RENT-TO-OWN
Band & String Instruments

Guitar
Repair –
Acoustic

&
Electric

Special Orders Available
Music - Parts - Accessories

Band Instrument Repair

15% 
MILITARY DISCOUNT 

W/ID



Is your vehicle due for service?

778-4997 • 6800 Montana
SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. SOME VEHICLES MAY NOT QUALIFY.

SERVICE
DEPARTMENTS

778-1444 • 1444 Airway

PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

YOU HAVE BEEN GONE
FOR A LONG TIME...

Is your vehicle due for service?
Crawford Auto Team’s Service Departments

Would Like To Help!

$1500OFF
ANY 

SERVICE
MUST PRESENT COUPON. ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER, PER VISIT. EXPIRES 02/29/08

O O
FULL SERVICE SALON/SPA

PACKAGE A
Manicure
Pedicure

Aromatherapy
Facial

Hair Style
$120

PACKAGE B
Manicure
Pedicure

30 Min. Swedish
Massage

Hair Style
$100

PACKAGE C
Hair Cut & Style

Spa Manicure
Spa Pedicure

$95

This Valentine’s Day,
pamper her with a day of beauty from

CUTS • STYLING
MASSAGE THERAPY

MANICURES • PEDICURES
HAIR COLOR • PERMS

FACIALS • HAIR REMOVAL

7250 N. MESA • COLONY COVE III
581-8487 • 581-8477

Engineer sees hospital as ‘once-in-lifetime’ project
JOHN CONNOR
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Iraq

BASRA, Iraq – The Basra Children’s
Hospital project can get its hooks into
people. Take Lt. Col. Kenneth
McDonald, for example. He’s an area
deputy commander in the Gulf Region
Division of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, and he leads the Basra Area
Office in the division’s southern district. 

Part of his job is overseeing the Basra
Children’s Hospital project, one of the
highest-profile, most complex and
potentially most rewarding projects
undertaken by USACE in its four years
in Iraq. McDonald extended his tour in
Iraq to two years from one to help bring
the project to a successful conclusion. 

“Where else, as an engineer, would
you want to be?” asked McDonald, who
taught in the civil and mechanical engi-
neering department at the U.S. Military
Academy in West Point, N.Y., before
coming to Iraq in 2006. 

The hospital is designed and being
built as a 94-bed pediatric tertiary-care-
referral hospital with a focus on pedi-
atric oncology. Intended to support the
population of southern Iraq, including
Basra, the country’s second-largest city,
the facility will also be a training center
capable of improving and expanding the
training of health professionals through-
out Iraq. 

In a very real sense, the project is
about children. “Sick kids,” said
McDonald, citing the grim statistic that
15 out of 100 children in southern Iraq
die before the age of 5. Childhood can-
cers are eight to 10 times more common
in Iraq than in the West. 

Arthur Bennett, the USACE project
manager for the hospital, told col-
leagues at home in a message from Iraq
not long ago that “our customer for the
project is the Iraqi government, but I
really see it as the children.” First lady
Laura Bush, a leading supporter of the
hospital, said “every country’s success
depends upon the health and well-being
of its children.” 

The imperative of caring for children
is widely shared across the Basra com-
munity. There were rumors in the city in
2006 the hospital job site was a CIA
headquarters, and the word was out on
the street an attack was imminent. But
local citizens and religious leaders of
several faiths rallied and Iraqi flags
were flown. No attack came then or
later – even when British troops battled
militants near the hospital. 

“The mothers and wives leverage
real power,” McDonald said in recount-
ing how popular sentiment has rallied
behind and protected the project. “Not
once has the hospital ever been
attacked.” 

McDonald arrived in Basra just as
the hospital project was being revived
after stalling out. USACE was selected
to lead the effort to get the project
restarted and completed. He was greet-
ed on the way in by an improvised
explosive device. 

“My first day after arriving in Tallil
and then driving to Basra, we were hit,
but sustained minimal damage,” he
recalled, adding that he wondered what
he’d gotten himself into. 

The city has more than its share of
indirect fire attacks, with more than

1,000 mortar rounds landing on
Contingency Operating Base Basra over
the summer. 

“The surreal becomes normal,”
McDonald said of the attacks, which in
his time have seen four rounds land
directly in Camp Blackadder, the
USACE compound in Basra. He said
the attacks have “bonded the team” and
the USACE contingent in Basra is “very
proactive in procedures” to avoid casu-
alties. “No one does not do the drill,” he
said. 

The motto at Camp Blackadder,
“Living the Dream,” captures the spirit
of a team proud of its mission and aware
of its circumstances.

McDonald has no doubt the hospital
will be completed successfully and will

be “a jewel in the crown of Basra.” The
hospital project is being conducted in
conjunction with partners including
Project Hope, a nongovernmental
organization, and the United Nations
Development Program, which is man-
aging a $21.75 million contribution by
the Spanish government. The project
will have state-of-the-art equipment.
U.S.-funded construction is 77 percent
complete. 

Before extending his tour, McDonald
said, he did a lot of soul searching. He
concluded with respect to the hospital
job that “something as significant as this
comes only once a lifetime.” 

McDonald consulted his family.

MOHAMMED ALIWI

Workers take a lunch break while others work at the Basra Children’s
Hospital, a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers project in Iraq’s Basra province.
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Love on 
Demand brings romance 
to viewers!
Between January 24, 2008 and February 10, 2008 you can register your
love story to win one :30 TV commercial where you will propose marriage
to your loved one. This TV commercial will air on 43 Time Warner Cable
networks on the evening of Valentine’s Day. In addition to your very own
personalized TV commercial you will receive a getaway to Meson de
Mesilla in Old Mesilla courtesy of Meson de Mesilla
and a beautiful love seat valued at $600 courtesy of
New Deal Furniture!

To register go to www.elpasoondemand.com 
and look for the try your luck page.

For more information
call 915-881-2200

CONTE ST

*On approved Yamaha card purchases made between 1/1/08-2/29/08. Valid on all new Yamaha R1 and R6 motorcycles, 7.99% 
APR and $99 payment (maximum $13,500 purchase) for 36 months. The minimum monthly payment may increase due to any debt 
cancellation or late payment fees. Paying only this amount will not pay off the purchase during this period. Thereafter, the regular 

Minimum Monthly Payment and Standard Rate APR of 12.99%, 16.99%, 18.99% or 22.99% apply. For Accounts not current, the promotion is 
cancelled and regular Minimum Monthly Payments and the Default Rate 24.99% APR apply. Minimum Finance Charge $1. Certain rules apply 
to the allocation of payments and Finance Charges on your promotional purchase if you make more than one purchase on your Yamaha card. 
Call 1-888-367-4310 or review your cardholder agreement for information. Dress properly for your ride with a helmet, eye protection, 
long-sleeved shirt, long pants, gloves and boots. Yamaha and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation encourage you to ride safely and respect 
the environment. For further information regarding the MSF course, please call 1-800-446-9227. 
Do not drink and ride. It is illegal and dangerous. Professional rider depicted on a closed course. 
©2007 Yamaha Motor Corp., U.S.A. Cypress, CA 90630. yamaha-motor.com

YZF-R1

AN OFFER ALMOST AS
LEGENDARY AS THE BIKES.

*

$99A MONTH
FOR 36 MONTHS
@ 7.99% APR* *

PLUS
UP TO

CUSTOMER
CASH

$200

*On approved Yamaha card purchases made between 1/1/08-2/29/08. Valid on all new Yamaha R1 and R6 motorcycles, 7.99% 
APR and $99 payment (maximum $13,500 purchase) for 36 months. The minimum monthly payment may increase due to any debt 
cancellation or late payment fees. Paying only this amount will not pay off the purchase during this period. Thereafter, the regular 

Minimum Monthly Payment and Standard Rate APR of 12.99%, 16.99%, 18.99% or 22.99% apply. For Accounts not current, the promotion is 
cancelled and regular Minimum Monthly Payments and the Default Rate 24.99% APR apply. Minimum Finance Charge $1. Certain rules apply 
to the allocation of payments and Finance Charges on your promotional purchase if you make more than one purchase on your Yamaha card. 
Call 1-888-367-4310 or review your cardholder agreement for information. Dress properly for your ride with a helmet, eye protection, 
long-sleeved shirt, long pants, gloves and boots. Yamaha and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation encourage you to ride safely and respect 
the environment. For further information regarding the MSF course, please call 1-800-446-9227. 
Do not drink and ride. It is illegal and dangerous. Professional rider depicted on a closed course. 
©2007 Yamaha Motor Corp., U.S.A. Cypress, CA 90630. yamaha-motor.com

The All New

Sunland Park Yamaha

FORT
BLISS

Sunland Park
Racetrack 
and Casino

FRANKLIN
MTNS

Su
nla

nd
 P

ark

Doniphan 

Sunland
Park

Yamaha

I-10
N

Take I-10 west
to Sunland Park
Exit South past
Doniphan 1 mile
on right.

159 Sunland Park Dr. • 575-589-7433 • 1-800-BIKEFUN

U.S. Sailor helps save African woman
PETTY OFFICER 2ND 
CLASS R.J. STRATCHKO
Africa Partnership Station Public Affairs

PORT GENTILE, Gabon – A Sailor
stationed on board the amphibious dock
landing ship USS Fort McHenry was rec-
ognized Jan. 17 for helping save the life
of a local Gabonese woman. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Ronald
Saucedo, a storekeeper, received the
award from Gabonese Chief of Naval
Forces Capt. Paul Biving Nziengu and
U.S. Navy Capt. John Nowell, com-
mander of Africa Partnership Station. 

Saucedo was on liberty at Sogara
Beach Jan. 14 with three other Africa
Partnership Station Sailors when they
witnessed four men carrying someone
from the water. 

“As we walked up to the crowd of
people on the beach, they saw my dog
tags and said, ‘U.S. Marines, U.S.
Marines,’” he said. Saucedo immediately
administered cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion. 

“I checked her pulse and airway,” he
said. “Then I tilted her head back, and
somebody volunteered to do mouth-to-

mouth while I did chest compressions.
Shortly after, the water gushed out of her
nose, and she came to. As soon as she
started regaining consciousness, we
made sure she was OK, and then tried to
get additional medical help.” 

Saucedo described the whole experi-
ence as scary but credited his reaction to
the training he received in the U.S. Navy. 

“I was afraid when I began chest com-
pressions, but my training just kicked
in,” he said. 

The basic life-saving training that
Saucedo received is the same training
Africa Partnership Station is teaching
maritime professionals from West and
Central African countries. 

Saucedo said he believes anyone who
happens upon such a situation needs to
do something about it. “Always try to do
your best, even if you are not the one giv-
ing CPR,” he said. “Do something to
help; don’t just walk by.” 

“Petty Officer Saucedo’s actions
exemplify what APS is all about, build-
ing trust with the African people so that
we can strengthen collaborative partner-
ships,” Nowell said. 

PETTY OFFICER 2ND CLASS R.J. STRATCHKO

Capt. Paul Biving Nziengui, left, chief of Gabonese naval forces, thanks
Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Ronald Saucedo, right, for saving the life of
a Gabonese civilian on Sogara Beach, Gabon. U.S. Navy Capt. John
Nowell, center, commander of Africa Partnership Station, also was on
hand to recognize Saucedo at the Jan. 17 ceremony.

“What do you think I should do?” he
asked his wife, Col. Deborah
McDonald, a West Point classmate
who is the director of admissions at the
U.S. Military Academy, and their two
children, Anna, 19, and Joshua, 14.
Both children are following in their
parents’ footsteps. Anna has a four-
year ROTC scholarship at Seton Hall

University, and Joshua is in the Junior
ROTC program at his high school. 

“We are all very proud of Kenny,”
his wife said. “With pride comes a
sense of accomplishment and commit-
ment. Certainly, Kenny has shown that
to us and to the men and women he
works with.” 

She said her husband sent back a
video of the hospital project and
“everyone saw it,” including her

daughter’s ROTC detachment. “It was
a wonderful message to show our
future officer corps – and helped focus
their minds on what their futures might
hold,” she said. 

But it hasn’t been easy, she
acknowledged. 

“It has been a family commitment –
and a struggle at times,” she said. “We
completely support Kenny in his
efforts and are thankful that he not only

has the expertise but the drive to pro-
vide this critical support to such a wor-
thy project.

“As with any long-term deploy-
ment, it is tough on both the deployed
and those at home,” she said. “We
know that he will return with a lasting
legacy of not only a family who is
immensely proud of him, but the
knowledge that he stayed committed to
the project through its completion.” 

Engineer
Continued from Page 19
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Movie & Game Rentals

Not valid in combination with any other offers. Free rental applies to rental of lesser value. No cash value. 
One coupon per membership per visit. Expires 01/24/08.

ONE FREE
MOVIE OR GAME RENTAL

With One Paid Rental

9584 Dyer Street  • (915) 751-9210
1580 George Dieter • (915) 849-6800

Ask us about our Unlimited Rentals with No late fees.

• 2 For Tuesday
Rent 1, Get 1 FREE

• 2 Day Game Rental $3.75
• 5 Day Game Rental $4.75

2
El Paso

Locations

Sports Cards • CCG’s • Collectibles • Card Supplies

Largest Game Rental Inventory In Town!
• PSP, X-Box, PS2, Game Cube,

Nintendo DS, Systems &
Controllers

• Only place that rents PSP
games, movies & systems

WE PAY CASH OR TRADE
DVD’s & Video Games

• Tue – Rent 1, Get 1 FREE

• Fri & Sat – FREE
Popcorn 

w/2 Paid Rentals

• Sun. – Rent 2, Get 1 FREE

Specials may not be combined 
with any other coupon or offer.

www.majorplayers.myvideostore.com

DAILY SPECIALS! UNLIMITED 
RENTAL 
OPTIONS

• No Late Fees
• No Due Dates
• Unlimited Transactions
• Applies to all 

Games & Movies

3 RENTALS  $29.95 mo.

2 RENTALS  $21.95 mo.

1 RENTAL    $14.95 mo.

Ask Staff for Details

LONE STNR
LAUNDRY

can wash and fold your

clothes & uniforms on

the same day in most

cases* or wash your

own with our state of

the art equipment.

• Play video games 
while you wait

• Clean, safe 
environment

• State-of-the-art 
equipment

LONE STNR
LAUNDRY

Let us do the
dirty work.

Two Convenient Locations
145 S. Mesa Hills Dr.

(JUST OFF MESA)

(915) 842-0484

SAME DAY SERVICE REQUIRES EARLY AM DROP-OFF.

10968 Montwood Dr.
(JUST OFF LEE TREVINO)

(915) 592-2222

Active & Retired Military Get

20%OFF
WASH & FOLD SERVICE

MILITARY ID REQUIRED

BOSS cleans up
Soldiers from the Better Opportunity
for Single Servicemembers program
sweep and clean Bldg. 241, a Fort
Bliss historical building, in preparation
for the Race for the Cure setup of their
headquarters in the building.

WILSON A. RIVERA
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1757 George Dieter #112 • 598-2525
(AT TRAWOOD)

Grand Opening 
OF THE

A New Concept in Spa Services

A reflexology center, a
women’s bath house, and a 

high-tech media facility all in one.
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Army spouse writes about deployment struggles
ELIZABETH M. LORGE 
Army News Service

WASHINGTON – When Soldiers
march off to war, so do their spouses,
writes one Army wife in her new book.
They fight to stay connected with their
Soldiers across miles and distance, and
to survive on their own.

In 365 Deployment Days: A Wife’s
Survival Story, Sara Dawalt chronicles
the loneliness, anger and worry that
nearly destroyed her marriage while her
husband Brandon, a captain, was
deployed with Fort Hood’s 1st Cavalry
Division in 2004, and her eventual tri-
umph over it all.

Dawalt wrote the book to help people
and it’s a useful handbook for spouses
and Soldiers on the emotions to expect,
what to do and what not to do. Civilians
should read it too, she said, so they
understand what military families go
through.

“The husbands need to read this
book, or the wives, whoever is the
Soldier, so they understand what their
spouse is going through, because
Brandon had no idea. I think a lot of
times the guys get over there and it’s
easy for them to compartmentalize their
lives and if they don’t call or they don’t
e-mail, it’s easier for them to focus on
what they’re doing and forget that
they’re where they are. It’s going to take
husbands and wives communicating and
really, really talking to figure out what
they can do for each other to make it
through it,” she said in an interview.

She knew her husband would eventu-
ally deploy after Sept. 11, 2001, and
after he received his orders to deploy in
March 2004, she began to withdraw and

argue with him about little things.
“On more than one occasion, I shout-

ed at him ‘Just go!’ Of course I didn’t
want him to go, but knowing it was out
there and drawing nearer every day was
swallowing me alive. The only way I
found to express my frustration was to
scream,” she wrote.

Dawalt described barely being able
to handle waiting with her husband for
their final goodbye when the departure
date arrived. At one point she almost
went home because she couldn’t bear it
any longer. But after his unit left, the
loneliness was crushing.

“I was alone,” she wrote. “Totally,
completely and utterly alone, and there
was nothing I could do about it ... I felt
the overwhelming urge to talk to some-
one, anyone, to decompress and rant
about the unbelievable night I had just
experienced. I felt so many emotions
that I thought I was going to explode,
but who do you call at four in the morn-
ing? No one I knew ... instead, I huddled
up with my dog, cried and tried to
sleep.”

Dawalt provides a window into her
daily life during the deployment: her
daily jumble of emotions, her erratic
sleep schedule, the healing power of
exercise, retail therapy and the sanity-
saving companionship of her dog.

Her life became about the deploy-
ment, and not only because of her worry
and loss. She couldn’t watch the news.
Friends she hadn’t heard from in years
called to check up on her, but most peo-
ple wanted to know about her husband.
If they remembered to ask how she was
doing, it was usually an afterthought.

“Of course, they should ask about

him and be concerned about him, but I
really felt like I was just disappearing in
his deployment. I was like, ‘Hey, I’m a
person too.’ So I’m hoping that by read-
ing, more and more people will start to
understand. I think that’s the biggest
thing. People need to know to ask about
the person who’s still here, trying to
hold the life together,” she said.

However painful life is, Dawalt
warns spouses against shutting them-
selves in. A support network is crucial,
she said, and spouses should spend time
with their friends and doing activities
they enjoy. Nor should spouses be afraid
to take vacations on their own or with
battle buddies, or plan trips after their
spouses’ return. It will make the time go
faster, she said.

But husbands and wives have to find
ways to stay connected, she said. Her
new found independence came with a
price as instant messaging and Web
cameras, interspersed with a couple
calls a month, were not enough commu-
nication for her.

As the months stretched out, she real-
ized that she felt less and less like a
wife. She still loved her husband, but
she couldn’t cope. She didn’t want to
talk about her feelings because she did-
n’t want to worry him or distract him
while he was in combat.

“It’s really hard to reconcile,” she
said. “You feel like you’re being pulled
in two different directions. You want
your independence and you like your
independence. You’re part of a married
couple, but you’re not because he’s not
physically there. It was very hard for me
and that’s when I started reflecting on
myself and my life and realizing I

couldn’t wait for him for my life to
start.”

She was so afraid she would let her
feelings show, she barely wanted her
husband to come home for rest and
relaxation. When she finally did break
down, right before he returned to Iraq,
she said it was the best thing that could
have happened to her marriage. She and
her husband talked honestly and he
understood how hard life was on the
homefront. They found ways to talk reg-
ularly for the rest of his deployment,
and talked almost daily during his sec-
ond deployment, which just ended.

“My husband has volunteered to be a
hero every day, and I couldn’t be proud-
er of him,” Dawalt said.

COURTESY PHOTO

Fort Hood, Texas, spouse Sara
Dawalt writes about surviving her
husband’s deployment in her new
book.
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Army family support reaches
new level, goes virtual
ELIZABETH M. LORGE 
Army News Service

WASHINGTON – In an age of per-
sistent conflict and geographically-dis-
persed families, the Army is taking fami-
ly support to a new level with virtual
installations and virtual Family Readi-
ness Groups.

The Army Reserve wants to create
local and Web-based virtual installations
where families, who may live hundreds
of miles from the nearest installation, can
access the same support and resources as
active-duty Soldiers and families, such as
Tricare, child and youth services, coun-
seling and chaplain’s programs, and
financial and legal information. 

“We need to retain these Soldiers and
you do that by retaining the families,”
said Laura Stultz, wife of Reserve Chief
Lt. Gen. Jack Stultz. “If the families feel
secure, the Soldier won’t worry about
them, and the families will know that
their problems will be looked into. They
need the same services that active-com-
ponent families have on an installation
because their Soldiers are putting their
lives on the same line as everybody else.
They deserve the same degree of help and
resources.”

She added that they want to have a zip-
code-based system online, similar to the
search function on www.MyArmy
Lifetoo.com, where Soldiers and families
can enter their zip codes into the Web site
and find the nearest place to get help and
the nearest FRG, whether it is active-
duty, Reserve or National Guard.

The next step would be to set up Army
Reserve mini-centers in towns and cities
across America, which would function
like Army Community Service offices,
repositories for community support,
emergency relief and even places families
can go to renew their military IDs.

“I was just insistent that there be some
place that you can have face-to-face
meetings with people. A lot of people
don’t have access to a computer, or
English is their second language, or they
just don’t know how to explain their
needs on the telephone. I wanted there to
be offices or some place across the coun-
try where families could go to and talk to
somebody live. 

“In my experience, there are veterans
who say ‘What can we do to help?’ In
some instances, all we’ll need to get is a
computer and a telephone hookup for
them; and others it will be finding a place.
Some towns we can use the National
Guard centers or the veterans’ halls, but if
there’s no place to put it, we might have
to find our own office space, in a shop-
ping center or something people can find
easily. Hopefully in a few years, everyone
will know where it is, just like they know
where the post office is,” Stultz said.

Right now, the Reserve is beginning
focus groups with families to see where
they want these centers and what they
want online. Ideally, the Reserve would
begin building the centers near the heavi-
est Reserve population centers that are far
from installations.

Located two hours from the nearest
FRG with four young children during her
husband’s deployments to the Persian
Gulf and the Balkans in the Nineties,
Stultz knows how hard it can be to fit cru-
cial support meetings into busy sched-
ules.

Per the request of families, especially
children and teenagers, she and the
Reserve are looking to find ways to incor-
porate chat rooms on the Web site, and
plan to add this feature as soon as they
work out security issues.

Chat rooms, blogs and instant messag-

ing are also a goal of virtual FRGs, said
Shaunya Murrill, the automation manag-
er for the family programs directory at the
Family and Morale, Welfare and
Recreation Command. She also runs a
virtual FRG for her husband’s
Indianapolis Recruiting Battalion.

Tested in 2004 and launched Army-
wide in 2006, virtual FRGs are paid for
by FMWRC and are a way for com-
manders, rear detachment commanders
and family readiness leaders to provide
up-to-date information to families, even
if they are geographically spread out, as
with the Reserve component. 

“It was never designed to replace the
FRG, but it’s an extension of it,” said
Murrill. “Family members can find out
what’s going on with their unit by logging
in. This is an opportunity for the com-
mander to stay connected. I think it’s
been a valuable tool to my husband and
his colleagues because they don’t neces-
sarily have the time to have a lot of meet-
ings or the funding to bring in families
from across the state. So this is an oppor-
tunity for them to get relevant, pertinent
and timely information out.

“If you want to get involved, you see
what’s available, you see the calendar,
you jump in if you want to, and if you
don’t, you don’t have to,” she continued.
“Before, with the telephone tree, when
people were doing it only the old way,
people would leave and kind of fall off.”

To date, there are about 1,200 sites and
117,000 registered users throughout the
Army. Commanders at the battalion level
and up simply must fill out an application
at www.ArmyFRG.org, provide a point
of contact and some basic information,
and Murrill and her team set up the site.
They provide tutorials for the site manag-
er and any necessary technical support.

The sites typically include news arti-
cles, photos, hyperlinks, frequently-asked
questions and updates from commanders.
FMWRC is still working on the security
issues related to blogs and chat rooms,
but the sites can have monitored forums.

Virtual FRGs have undergone the
Defense Information Technology Certifi-
cation Information Accreditation Process
and are completely secure. Soldiers pro-
vide a list of loved ones in writing and the
system automatically generates an invita-
tion to the unit site, complete with hyper-
link. The list can include anyone the
Soldier wants: the spouse, but also par-
ents and siblings, for example.

The best thing about the virtual FRGs,
Murrill said, is that instead of families
having to wait for their Soldiers to tell
them about events or new initiatives, the
families are often updating the Soldiers.

SGT. ROBERT J. STRAIN

Capt. Hwajin Hurt, HHC, III Corps, wel-
comes her husband Capt. Donnie Joe
Hurt, the assistant operations officer
for the 2nd BCT, 1st Cav. Div., Nov. 15,
after he returned from a 15-month
deployment in Iraq.
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Cav. pilot receives Distinguished Flying Cross
SGT. NICOLE KOJETIN
1st Cav. Div. Public Affairs

FORT HOOD, Texas – A 1st Cavalry
Division AH-64D Longbow Apache
pilot got word that two of his friends,
fellow pilots, were shot down during a
fierce battle in Najaf, a city in Iraqi
army control south of Baghdad, Jan. 28,
2007. 

Not thinking of his personal safety
and facing an unknown enemy force,
Chief Warrant Officer  Zachary Johnson
sprang into action, which resulted in
him being awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross at the Fort Hood Catering
and Conference Center exactly a year
later. 

Johnson, the pilot in charge and a
unit commander from 4th Battalion,
227th Aviation Regiment, was com-
mended for his role in that battle as he
worked with Iraqi army troops, U.S.
special operation forces and U.S. Air
Force joint terminal attack controllers to
determine the location of friendly and
enemy forces while protecting the site
of the crash that took the lives of his
friends, Capt. Mark Resh and Chief
Warrant Officer Cornell Chao. 

“The odds were against us,” Division
Commander Maj. Gen. Joseph F. Fil Jr.
said, noting the enemy had around 600
soldiers in well-fortified, dug-in posi-
tions. 

There was a fierce ground battle

under way, and the Iraqi soldiers and
U.S. troops on the ground needed air
support. Johnson and his crew were that
support. 

In eight minutes, Johnson led his
team from Forward Operating Base
Kalsu to the battlefield. 

“Those were the longest eight min-
utes of my life,” he said. “There was
sadness because I just lost some of my
friends. I was worried about my friends
who were still there. I was scared.” 

But he didn’t show it. 
Johnson orchestrated more than an

hour of organized attacks before run-
ning completely out of ammunition. His
team flew back to FOB Kalsu, re-armed
and went back out into the fight. 

“He had nerves of steel,” Fil said of
Johnson after watching the performance
on screen at Johnson’s award ceremony.
“He was calm, reasonable and making
sound decisions.” 

But he didn’t feel calm. 
“I thought my voice was shaking,

and I was thinking about a million
things at once,” Johnson said. “But like
the movie Black Hawk Down, when the
bullets are flying, you just do your job.
I tried to stay level-headed and cool
under the pressure.” 

The enemy had dug trenches that
were 12 to 15 feet deep in a zigzag pat-
tern to prevent air support from firing in
a straight line all the way through. Fil

said the insurgents were well-equipped
and organized with supplies and med-
ical stations, but the enemy was virtual-
ly destroyed.  

That opened up the road to a success-
ful deployment for 1st Cav. Div., the
general said. “I can’t imagine how much
more difficult it would have been for us
if we had lost,” he said. 

On a smaller scale, it made a huge
difference for the people in the city.

“The governor met me, and was sob-
bing. Not out of sadness, not out of
anger, but out of thankfulness,” he said.  

That wouldn’t have been possible
without the skills and professionalism
of Johnson and his team, Fil said. “I
have never been associated with anyone
more deserving of the Distinguished
Flying Cross than Chief Warrant Officer
Johnson,” he said. 

SGT. NICOLE KOJETIN

Army Chief Warrant Officer Zachary Johnson, right, a pilot with 4th Bn., 227th
Aviation Regt., 1st Cav. Div., gets pinned with the Distinguished Flying Cross by
Maj. Gen. Joseph F. Fil Jr., 1st Cav. Div.’s commander, at the Fort Hood Catering
and Conference Center Jan. 28. Johnson, was rewarded for his leadership and
skills during a large battle in Najaf, Iraq, Jan. 28, 2007.
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Strategists brought together for Flames of War games
MIKE STRASSER
Fort Lee Public Affairs 

Fort Lee, Va. – This is not a game
where you move red pegs along a board
to sink your opponent’s battleship. The
Flames of War miniatures game requires
battlefield strategy, tactical reasoning
and just a little luck to ensure one’s
miniscule “band of brothers” survives
the war.

The U.S. Army Women’s Museum
brought a group of such strategists
together Jan. 19 for the third annual
Flames of War Day.

“The Relief of Stalingrad was the
theme of this year’s competition, and
recreated that ferocious fight between
the Soviet Union and the Axis forces on
the Russian front in October to
November of 1942,” said Ron Bingham,
tournament organizer at the museum.
“The Germans held Stalingrad but were
surrounded as the Russians prevailed.
Over a million German troops were
killed or captured.”

After several hours of scenarios
varying from free-for-all skirmishes to a
trench fight, history was altered at the
museum when the Germans won the
battle over the Soviets. Joe Berry from
Virginia Beach earned the first German
victory of the day by forcing the
Russians to retreat from the battlefield.
Berry brought with him a Panzer-
Grenadier company to wage war with,
but his collection also includes Patton’s
Third Army and the 101st Airborne
Division – depending on the tournament
he is playing in. Shan Palmatier earned
two victories for the Soviets. First using
his anti-tank guns against the German
Panzers in a free-for-all, then engaging
in what he described as “a meat
grinder,” Palmatier defended his ground
for the win. Palmatier traveled from
Silver Spring, Md., for the tournament
and said the competition is always
enjoyable and worth the drive.

“It’s also a good thing that I have a
very forgiving wife,” he said.

J.D. and Patrick Martin had a shorter
deployment from Chester, Va., and were
the tournament’s only father-son team.
Patrick, 15, was also the youngest
among the players.

“Our second battle was not quite the
massacre as the first,” said Patrick, mid-
way through the second round.

The Martins lost their first battle but
recouped after the lunch break for a
close victory with their German SS
Panzer Company from the Wiking
Division. Things were bleak when their
opponent brought in the Russian
reserves, but timely air support and
some good dice rolls ended the fight in
their favor.

After battles were decided, competi-
tors watched the outcome of other
games or discussed lessons learned and
strategies from previous scenarios.

Most players are incredibly knowledge-
able of the actual events behind the bat-
tles, and the miniatures are crafted and
detailed with historical authenticity,
said Bingham. An added bonus, he said,
was that it provided an opportunity for
the gamers to learn a little quartermaster
history at the Women’s Museum and the
U.S. Army Quartermaster Museum as
well.

“This was certainly a plus for us at
the museum because it not only brought
them in for the competition, but they –
as well as the family and friends who
came to watch – were able to tour both
museums.”

PHOTOS BY MIKE STRASSER

Two Flames of War competitors discuss tactics at the U.S. Army Women’s
Museum at Fort Lee, Va., as they wage battle against each other in a city
scenario.

A competitor surveys the destruc-
tion he caused to his opponent’s
forces as he determines his next
move. 
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SOLDIERS MEDIA CENTER
WASHINGTON – What is it? Army

Traffic Safety Training Program was
fielded in September to standardize
Army driver safety training through a
series of mandatory driver training
courses critical to the Army’s Driving as
a Life Skill campaign. The five courses
– introductory, local hazards, interme-
diate, advanced and supervisor – also
fulfill regulatory requirements related to
accident prevention. 

What has the Army done? The pri-
mary means for completing these cours-
es is through classroom training provid-
ed by contracted instructors at selected
installations. An alternate delivery
method is available on DVD from the
Installation Management Command
Safety Office. This method should be
used only where IMCOM-contracted

instructors are not available.
ATSTP also includes a mandatory

basic and optional experienced rider
motorcycle course combining class-
room instruction with actual motorcycle
riding under very controlled conditions
to maximize student learning. 

What efforts does the Army plan to
continue in the future? ATSTP adminis-
trators are firmly committed to support-
ing Army senior commanders for all
their driver training needs. IMCOM is
developing a mobile surge capability of
trainers, motorcycles and portable class-
rooms to satisfy additional demands.
IMCOM is also developing a central-
ized online registration system within
the ATSTP Web site to make it easier for
Soldiers and their supervisors to sign up
for ATSTP courses. Until these capabil-
ities are operational, senior command-
ers should continue to use local installa-
tion procedures to register Soldiers for
ATSTP courses. Early identification of
upcoming requirements, particularly
while still downrange, will ensure
ATSTP training resources are available
when needed.

Why is this important to the Army?
Motor vehicle accidents and fatalities
remain the greatest non-combat related
loss category for the Army. In FY 2007,
109 Soldiers were killed in privately-
owned motor vehicle crashes. ATSTP
was created to reverse this disturbing
statistic. The program is a joint effort
between the U.S. Army Combat
Readiness/Safety Center, which ana-
lyzed the loss history and designed the
curriculum, and the U.S. Army Installa-
tion Management Command, which
implements the program throughout the
Army. One key goal of the program is to
standardize driver safety training for all
Soldiers and civilians across all Army
installations and commands. In only its
second year of implementation, Army
POV fatalities were 22 percent fewer in
FY 2007 compared to 140 fatalities
experienced in FY 2005.
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©2007 First Command Financial Services, Inc. parent of First Command Financial Planning, Inc. Financial Planning services offered by
First Command Financial Planning, Inc. (Member SIPC).

Ed Daffron, CFP®

Financial Advisor

6501 Boeing St., Suite H-5
El Paso, TX 79925

915.772.0100
ejdaffron@firstcommand.com

“Welcome Home 4-1 CAV”

AArrmmyy TTrraaffffiicc SSaaffeettyy TTrraaiinniinngg PPrrooggrraamm
ddeevveellooppeedd ttoo kkeeeepp SSoollddiieerrss ssaaffee

The Monitor • Feb. 7, 2008 • 27

5860 N. Mesa 833-1415
1320 N. Zaragosa 859-5776

$4995
Starting At

All the beauty
and symbolism

of a rose has been
combined with the value,

durability, and luster
of pure gold. Because each

rose is real, it is unique, and
like your love, it will last

forever.

Available in
Red, Pink,

White, Yellow
and Peach

Valentines Day
Thurs., Feb. 14th

53
94
51

The
24K Gold
Rose

“I want to be
your cupid”

Available in
Red, Pink,

White, Yellow
and Peach

All the beauty 
and symbolism of 

a rose has been 
combined with the value,

durability, and luster 
of pure gold. Because each

rose is real, it is unique, and
like your love, it will last

forever.
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5860 N. Mesa 833-1415
1320 N. Zaragosa 859-5776

“I want to be
your cupid.”

The
24K Gold

Rose
Starting At
$4995

Valentine’s Day
Thurs., Feb 14th
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*0% Financing on select models. Must finance through HMFC. on approved credit. Subject to prior sale. All deals on approved credit. Must be active US Military to receive mili-
tary rebate. Must take delivery by 2/14/08. Sale ends 2/14/08. Prices plus tax title and license. Includes all rebates. Photos for illustration only. Limited to vehicles in inventory.

with approved credit

*
STK #8067368

MSRP  . . . . . . . .$11,525

Factory Rebate  . . .$750

Hyundai of El Paso
Discount  . . . . . . . $787

STK #7167752

MSRP  . . . . . . . .$14,080

Factory Rebate  . .$1,000

Hyundai of El Paso
Discount  . . . . . . $2,092

Factory Rebate  . .$1,000

Hyundai of El Paso
Discount  . . . . . $2,500

’98 PONTIAC SUNFIRE
STK# 7024657A..............................$3,995
’97 JEEP CHEROKEE
STK# 8202368A..............................$3,995
’94 FORD RANGER EXT. CAB
STK# 7635450A..............................$4,995
’01 ISUZU TROOPER
STK# 7019586A..............................$6,995
’03 HYUNDAI SANTA FE
STK# 8153477A..............................$8,995
’03 HYUNDAI TIBURON 
STK# 7114165B..............................$9,995
’04 FORD RANGER 
STK# 8271055A..............................$9,995
’02 CHEVY C-1500
STK#8336798A...............................$9,995
’07 CHEVY AVEO
STK#8262228A...........................$10,995
’00 INFINITI QX4 
STK# 8316880A..........................$11,995
’02 JEEP WRANGLER
STK# 7022274B..........................$13,995
’06 PONTIAC G-6
STK#8299857A...........................$13,995
’05 GMC CANYON QUAD CAB
STK# 8200056A..........................$14,995
’06 FORD FUSION
STK# 7615665A..........................$14,995
’06 HYUNDAI TUCSON
STK# 8067309A..........................$15,995
’06 FORD FIVE-HUNDRED
STK# 8150805A..........................$16,995
’05 HYUNDAI TIBURON 
STK# 7018817A..........................$16,995
’07 CHEVY COBALT SS
STK# 8369683A..........................$17,995
’04 MERCEDES BENZ C230
STK# 8320799A..........................$18,995
’04 ACURA TL 3.2
STK# 7021707A..........................$20,995
’06 CHEVY TAHOE 
STK# 8045268A..........................$22,995
’06 NISSAN 350Z 
STK# 8306167A..........................$23,995
’07 GMC YUKON 
STK# P339450............................$29,995

THE Fun Place to SEWcialize

SALES • CLASSES • SERVICE • FABRIC • THREAD
Meet New Friends & Have Fun!

Check Our Website for Class Schedule & Newsletter
www.sewwhatsnewlascruces.com

Now Online Coupons • Store Hrs. Mon.-Sat. 9-5

7410 Remcon Circle
El Paso, TX 79912

915-760-5300

3961 East Lohman #9
Las Cruces, NM 88011

575-524-1739

FFeebbrruuaarryy
nneewwsslleetttteerr
nnooww oonnlliinnee!!
VViissiitt uuss aatt

oouurr wweebbssiittee!!

Mon. 10am-3pm
Sun. & Tue. Closed

Wed. & Fri. 9am-6pm
Thurs. 10am-8pm

Sat. 8am-4pm

Mikala’s 
Hair Studio

Remember our Referral Program
For Every Referral You 

Receive $5 Off Your Next Visit

Ask about our Princess Party,
Wedding Party & Special
Occasions Package Deals

WALK-INS WELCOME • GIFT CERTIFICATES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

5401 Gateway S., Ste. B • 564-5000
Opening for Immediate Positions - Apply Within

HAIR COLOR
starting at $30 & Up

HI-LITES
starting at $35 

& Up

Hair
Cut

Extra

FULL SET
starting at $20 & Up

PEDICURES
starting at $20 

& Up

On the o-fence-ive
A U.S. Army Soldier breaches a gate with a shot-
gun during a raid in Mushada, Iraq. Soldiers now
use the new anti-material cartridge, the M1030,
designed as a breaching munition, used for
defeating wooden doors, deadbolts, knobs,
hinges and padlock hasps while minimizing rico-
chet hazards.

STAFF SGT. ANTONIETA RICO
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Maj. General Howard B. Bromberg, Fort Bliss commanding general,
left, and Col. Jeffrey L. Harrigian, commander of Holloman Air

Force Base, N.M., watch the coin toss at the start of Saturday’s
Texas vs. The Nation All-Star Challenge.

A group of Fort Bliss Soldiers enjoys the action at the Texas vs. The Nation
All-Star Challenge, held Saturday at Sun Bowl Stadium.

Texas wide receiver Danny
Amendola of Texas Tech
celebrates after scoring the
Texas team’s first
touchdown of the game.

An All-Service Color Guard presents the colors as part of the opening ceremonies
during the Texas vs. The Nation All-Star Challenge, held Saturday at Sun Bowl
Stadium.

Two F-117A Nighthawks from Holloman Air 
Force Base, N.M., take part in a flyover during 

opening ceremonies during the Texas vs. The Nation 
All-Star Challenge, held Saturday at Sun Bowl Stadium.

Soldiers from 2nd Combined Arms Battalion, 5th
Brigade (Army Evaluation Task Force), 1st Armored
Division, held children climb aboard an M1A2 SEP
tank during pre-game activities at Saturday’s Texas
vs. The Nation All-Star Challenge.

Nation quarterback Blake Mitchell of the University of South Carolina searches for an open
receiver as he evades Texas defensive tackle Jason Shirley of Fresno State University.

College football all-stars
come out to play

NATION
TEXAS

The old adage “Don’t mess with Texas” held true Saturday as
Texas crushed The Nation 41-14 in the second annual Texas
vs. The Nation All-Star Challenge.

More than 25,000 football fans turned out to see the game, where
about 100 of college football’s finest competed for bragging rights and
a chance to impress scouts looking to sign promising players to
professional teams. Among those fans were many Soldiers from Fort
Bliss, which received a donation of 10,000 tickets from game sponsor
Western Refining.

Fort Bliss Soldiers and other servicemen and women took part in the
event in other ways, as well. Soldiers from 2nd Combined Arms
Battalion, 5th Brigade, 1st Armored Division (Army Evaluation Task
Force), 2nd Battalion, 6th Air Defense Artillery, and other units were
among those presenting static displays before the game. The displays
included an M1A2 SEP tank, an Avenger air defense weapon system, a
Patriot launching system and more, along with displays from Army and
Air Force recruiters.

An All-Service Color Guard presented the colors during pre-game
ceremonies while the 62nd Army Band performed the national anthem.
A flyover by two F-117A Nighthawks followed “The Star-Spangled
Banner.” Maj. General Howard B. Bromberg, Fort Bliss commanding
general, and Col. Jeffrey L. Harrigian, commander of Holloman Air
Force Base, N.M., took part in the coin toss that determined which team
would first have possession of the football.

A Soldier also had the opportunity to call the 30th play of the game
for a chance to win a $10,000 donation to the Wounded Warriors
Program. Sgt. Maj. John McClure made the call, but The Nation’s
offense was unable to convert – a recurrent theme throughout the game.

A back-and-forth defensive battle led to a scoreless first quarter.
Early in the second quarter, Texas’ Danny Amendola of Texas Tech,
named Offensive Player of the Game, opened the day’s scoring on a 28-
yard reception from Texas quarterback Adam Tafralis of San Jose State
University. The Nation responded quickly as their Darnell Blackman of
North Carolina State University took Texas’ kickoff and returned it for
97 yards and a touchdown, tying the game at 7-7.

Texas retook the lead with about a minute left in the first half when
Adrian Smith, a running back from Bethel (Tenn.) College, scored on a
4-yard run set up by an interception by Darien Williams, a defensive
back from the University of Oklahoma, that gave Texas the ball on The
Nation’s 15-yard line.

After halftime, the game was all Texas, all the time. The team scored
27 unanswered points to take the title 41-14, evening the series score
with The Nation, which won last year’s contest 24-20.

VS.
THE

Soldiers from
the 62nd Army

Band perform the
national anthem

during pre-game
festivities at Saturday’s

Texas vs. The Nation All-
Star Challenge.

Story and Photos by Heather Wilburn

        




